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SUB J : SABENA TO BUY BOEINGS 

REF: BRUSSELS 3915 

1. BELGIAN CABINET DECIDED AT JULY 13 MEETING TO AUTHORIZE 
SABENA TO PURCHASE TEN BOEING 737 AIRCRAFT RATHER THAN FRENCH 
MERCURES. BOEING HAS AGREED TO MINIMAL ECONOMIC COMPENSATION 
OF 5 PERCENT OF $60 MILLION PURCHASE PRICE (OR $3 MILLION) IN 
FORM OF ORDERS PLACED WITH BELGIAN FIRMS SABCA, FAIREY AND 
FABRIQUE NATIONAL. 

2. BOEING REPS CALLED AT EMBASSY PRIOR TO DECISION TO EXPRESS 
APPRECIATION FOR EMBASSY SUPPORT. THEY INFORMED US THAT DURING 
JULY 12 MEETINGS (SEE REFTE) WITH GOB MINISTERS, THEY TOOK FIRM 
LINE ON NOT INCREASING COMPENSATION AMOUNT, ON PLACING ORDERS 
WITH BELGIAN FIRMS ONLY ON PRICE-COMPETITIVE BASIS, AND ON NOT 
EXTENDING JULY 13 DEADLINE. BOEING REPS TOLD US THAT IF SABENA DID 
NOT MAKE 737 PURCHASE, THERE WAS READY MARKET FOR PLANES ELSE- 
WHERE, INCLUDING FIRM PLANS OF FRENCH TO BUY THREE OF THEM IF 
BELGIANS DECIDED TO BUY MERCURES. 
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